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Mr. PE IR CE's 
LETTER. 


IN 


Another LETTER to a London 
MINISTER 


| Reverend, and much eſteemed 8 1 R, 

ERR O U have read a Poſtſcript at the 
End of the Account of Reaſons, &c. 
from Exeter, which was printed at 
London. It was a Letter to the 

Reverend Mr. Reynolds, at the Requeſt of ſome 

A 3 Citizens, 


6 A REPLY n 


9 to elear up ſome Facts in the Bur 
AT in which 1 was pexſenally concern d. 


Can you imagine whee there is in Abet 
plain Leer that could tranſport Mr. Peirce to 
that Degree, that he muſt write a Pam 
phlet on Purpoſe, full of ſcornful Indignation 
againſt me ; and firſt Publiſh it in Exon, where 
my Letter had not beep publif@ ; and Pub- 
liſh it again in Londa where I was {care 
known? What, are - Conferences fach agli. 
_ Things to Mr. Peirce, that the mention of em 
throws him into Fits? Or is Truth ſo for- 
midable that he can't bear to have it told? 
There is certainly ſame Secret at the Bottom 
of this extraordinary Effort of his Reſent- 
ment againſt me, Could he deny any thing 
in my Letter? Not a Word: The Matter 
of Fact, ſays he, I freely own, Letter, Paye 6, 
How ſtrange is this! A long Letter in Anſwer 
to one of a few Pager: in which, after all, he 
is nat able to deny one Mord. 


TA Occafion of my Letter was given 
by himſelf. He had made it an unavoidable 
Piece of Self-Defence : For he had faid (in 
the Caſe, Page 2.) len the: City called in 


feven Miniſters to adviſe them, iff ſourn Mini" 


fters bad been called 0: the other f, . Guad 
ae have been . 


Now 
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Now Hy not alt ah World thin 1 


n that 7 hey were for Conferences, and Je 
were nor? Or could the World imagine that 
Conferences had been often offer d in _ 
Name of ſeveral of thoſe ſeven Miniſters, and 
even at That very Mieting, as well as before? 
Why chen is he ſo angry when he had made it 
unavoidable that Truth ſhould out? Muſt we 
not tell neceſſary Truth in our own Defence, 
which he makes unavoidable, but he muſt. 
take the Kingdom witneſs to his Rage? 
But his Letter was to give Reaſons why he re- 
faſed theſe Conferences: And had he not 
given Reaſons for this before? (Defence, Page 
12, 13.) Or did he not upon a Review like 
_ thoſe Reaſons, that he muſt give #ew ones? 
He did promiſe indeed #f he was turn d out he 
would write 3 and is he ſo fond of making it 
good, that he will adtum agere, do a thing 
over and over again; give Reaſons and more 
Reaſons > Perhaps he thought the vefu/ing thoſe 
Conferences was what a few Reaſons would not 
excuſe: Or deoauſe- he could not give one good 
- Reaſon, would ſtra in to multiply a great many 
dal ones. But ſurely he had given us O NE 
| Reaſm before, that was enough to filence s 
and all the Jorld, and it was this, (Defence, 
br 4 12, 13, The Defign of thoſe Conferences, 
lays he, was #0 convince LU 8, and not to be con- 
winced 
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vinced by in ; and ſuch Conferences 1 al ford 
We do all believe it, and that one Reaſon 
is enough for every Body. But particular 
Reaſons muſt be given for refuſing Conferences 
with ME. And what is the Sum of thoſe 
Reaſons? Why; that he ſcorns me. This 
one would think he had ſaid before, in ſaying 
he ſcorn d us all : But he is not. ſatisfied with- 
out ſingling me out, and repreſenting me ae 
| e of 8 Vourn with an e 1 


* N D Py all theſe. Reaſmns pot * are 
* ſo many Arguments to confute himſelf; 
for he had ſaid, that i ſeven other Miniſters 
had been choſen on f other fide, ſome Good: might 
have been expected. And now what are all 
theſe Reaſons for, but to prove, that uo Good = 
could be expected, and that he would have no Con- 
ferences ? Thus true is the Obſervation of a 
worthy Miniſter of your City, that Mr. Peirce 
needs no Body to write againſt: him, for he is buſy 
writing againſt himſelf. And if this be not ſo 
nothing is; firſt to blame us for not offering 
Conferences, and tell us ſome Good might have 
been hoped for from em, and then in two Books 
. give us. Reaſous upon Reaſons why. be. refuſed Z 
Thy and gould * fer no G by * 1 


Des MI. p. lays; If be Wal not 1 con- 
ferred with us to receive evidence his Error, 
N | we 
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te oyolt 10 have conferred with him about his Re- 
mou this 1 ktiow he pleads; birt this I take 
to be much more abſtird and hopeleſs ; for if 
he reſolved not to be perfwaded out of his 


Error, twWotild be harder to convince him that 
he ought to leave his Place. 


o peda Nr P. had fome Picue aut 
tne for fomertting that does not appear it 
that fhort Letter: There are ſuch Things as 


private Grudges, and this leads to open the Se- 
erer. 


1 bv muſt know then, that there are Ha- 
meme in War: I had drawn up Ten Argu- 
ments in Defence 0 that holy Servant of God, 
Mr. Trofſe, to prove the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty fundamental. T heſe had been held in the 
Prefs at two Months, during which 
Time three Bboks et Mr. Ps. iſſued out of the 
fame Preſs, wiz, T he Caſe 3 The Sermon; and 
Tie Defense. All this was exprelly contrary to 
: Agreement; and many Promiſes both in print. 
and before Witneſſes; the Argument the 
Printer tryed to excuſe himſelf with, was, 
chat we ſhould have it out a Fortnighr ledre 
the laſt Aſſembly; an no other Bufineſs was to 
hinder his fiſhing it footer if he could. It was 
now come within a Day of the Aﬀembly, and 
the Bock could not for ſhame be delay'd, it 


B being 


a 


0 
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being Monday Evening of the Aſſembly Miel, 
ſo that with much ado we at laſt obtained a 
Publication; but the very next Day out comes 
this Letter of Mr. P S. out of the ſame Preſs, 
and the Printer ſat up all Night to finiſh it; ſo 


that The Defence of Mr. Troſs could not paſs 


the Street, but the Letter to me would be 


railing at the Author; and if any came to 
the Preſs to ask for my Book, there was a 


Letter to me ready to ſnap off his Fi ingers. 


Tris WAS THE STRATAGEM OF a Hr 
RO IN THE PAPER War, and thus this 


Letter was to ſerve with Mr. P's. Followers, in- 
Read of an Anſwer to all my Arguments; 
and fo to be ſure it would, if my Ten Argu- 


ments had been Ten Thouſand ; for what 


Anſwer could be more effectual? 


The Force of MW. Peirce's Argument + may 
be Juppor d to ſtand thus : 


I Ganei aan J. E. has wrote a Book 
to prove by Ten Arguments the Trinity to 
be Fundamental : Now you muſt know this 
* is the Man that wrote to London againſt 
* me, and there is ſomething elſe too for 
* which I cannot forgive him: I'll write a 
Letter to paint him out, and then I'm ſure 
* youll know my Meaning and take my 

** Word, 


c 


La) 
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Word, for you have great Faith in me, 
* whatever mine is in any other Perſon, I am 


Durs, 


J P. 


P. S. © I confeſs Mr. E. hath always de- 
* clared this to be Fundamental with him, and 
© I muſt own when he has been talking of it, 
I did put him upon Publiſhing his Arguments; 
** but we muſt not give a fair Hearing to any 
* thing that is againſt us, and therefore tis 
© neceſſary we ſhould have Recourſe to lit- 
te tle Arts and Sratagems; for between you 
c and I, my Friends, a Cauſe that cannot 
© be defended, muſt not be fairly heard.” 
This was the little Trick of Mr. P's, Letter. 


Tuvus, immediately after Mr. T—s Ca- 
techiſm was publiſh'd, a little Paper of two 


Leaves was publi 1-1 co it, and thrown in- 


to the Shops and under the Doors of the 
principal Inhabitants. This was another 
Stratagem of War; to ſurprize the Inhabitants 
in the Morning faſting, and with two or 
three Lines of a little Paper ſubdue them to 
Arianiſm i in a Moment. 


B 2 | Tus, 


W -AKASLE wo. 


Tuus, when Arius deteffed was publiſh d, 
Mr. P. publiſh'd his Caſe the ſame Week, 
wherein he made it the moſt contemptible 
Piece that coyLD BE, full of as much Weak- 
neſs and Bitterneſs as CAN BE SUPPOSED. 
This was another Stratagem of War; whereas 

*tis evident that Book had a great deal of 
good Reaſoning in it; for tis obſerv'd, that where 
the Auſuerer is pinch'd he is very angry , 
and he is noted to be ſo often throughout his 
: Book, tho'. he ſer out at firſt for a Man of 
great Moderation, when he wrote his Letter 
to a Diſſenter in Exon. *Tis obſervable the 
Puitarians have coveted the Reputation of a 
Calm Way of Writing, and by that Means, 
while Men ſlept, have ſecretly ſown Tares. But 
now that good. Miniſters and People have taken 
the Alarm here, quantum mutatus ab illo Hectore ! 
bow. much is Hector chang d. It ſeems now 
they deſign to run all into Anger and Scurrili- 
ty; "tis evident .Jo, the Conteſt open'd in Lon- 
don againſt Mr. Bradbury and others; and there 
is never a Pamphlet Mr. N. has publiſh'd, but 
bas been full of Indignation; for whatever 


FHurce Men put upon themſelves for a "Ties, 
Nature will. have its way, Fe 


Mz. P. it ſeems, does: not pretend t to Alte 
gories and Allyfions, and pretty Turns, he is for 


8 . à ſort 
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2 fort of Wu, if you may call it Mit, that 
cankers his Paper, not from the Gall of the 
Ink, but the Gall of the Writer; and yet, 
however, this Courſe of innocent Wit, or Wit 
that's ill-natus d, with badly become ferious 
Diſputes. about the greateſt Things: in the; Bold, 
about the Trinity and Deity of Chriſt, I did 
never like Satan and Sherlock ſporting with 
ſuch awful Things; it ſinks the Reverence of 
divine Matters; and when Men. become Ir- 
reverent in their Minds, they ſoon grow Vuin 

in their Ani and become diſpoſed to 3 
play, without fear, with any wanton- Error; 
any Courſe that tends to ſink our Reverence 


of Divine Things, prepares Men to be Arians 
or * An, or any thing. bs 


A Many wende excusd kor treating Bu 
gottry in a, facetious. Manner, booauſe it hath 
ſomething in it Mean and Ridiculous, To call 
a Ceremony indifferent, and yet lay Damna- 
tion upon Nom compliance with it: But 1 
cannot allow myſelf in that Manner to treat 
the Errors: againſt the TVinity; if it was Mr. 
P's. Deſign to draw me to this, he muſt be 
diſappointed; and worſe, Enemy; there is in- 
| deed a: Poſy. of: Flowers and Elegancies gather d 
out of his Mfitings, fine Things fit to be of- 
fer d to the Honour of ſubordinate Deities ; but 
WARE, or no they will ſee the Light, I 

know 


know not. This Controverſy ought rather to 
be written in Tears than in Ink, there is no 
Jeſting with Swords at our Breaſts, tis the 


whole of our Religion is ſtruck at; a deep 


Plot of  High-Treaſon againſt our Common Lord 


is lately diſcoverd, and if God's People are as 
the Apple of the Eye to him, _ Honour ou "ya 


to.be as dear to them, 


Tun Rifieftiva-therebrs 1 make upon 1 


Peirce s Manner of Writing is this, while He 


has try'd infigniter ineptire, ſhould he not have 


remember'd that of Plans, Leniter qui Jew: 
en Magi ? 


Ir Mr. P. would endeavour to pleaſe the 


Toung Men among his Followers with riding 


upon a -Hobby-Horſe of his own making, who 
ſhould hinder? But he muſt not expe& all the 


City would find a Diverſion in it. The Sor- 
rows of the Serious are too deep in ſeeing the 


City torn to pieces by blaſphemous Errors 
againſt the Honour of our Redeemer and Sancy 


zifier, and the Peace and Union of the City 
ruin'd, and this for two Years before a publick 
pro? was made againſt it; and to ſee many 


Friends, Neighbours and Relations led aſide 
into dangerous Parties and Errors ; and now 
does Mr. P. think to divert the City with a 
Comedy ! This Letter has exceedingly diſapr 
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pointed the Writer, and nothing has ever ſo 


much diſguſted the ſober Part of Mankind 
againſt him. For what muſt that Man make 
of himſelf, that in a Conteſt about the great- 


eſt Things in the World, induſtriouſly ſtrives 
to make Sport for others? this is the more 


inexcuſable in a Man, that the other Day 


ſet np: for a Prophet. For from a Prophet to 


a —— H . is great ſelf Degradation. He 
ſays, while He was reading my Letter, he 


W upon Horace 8 Satyr, 


Bam fire via a ſacra, c. 


N he thought of making a 2 e O 


Speech with a great deal of Sting, and bur 
little Truth, becauſe I remember he liv'd in 


Cambridge. I ſhould rather call it a Preyarica- 
tor's, becauſe there is no fear of that Man's 


being talke to Death, who will not talk at all, 


except with thoſe that are willing to be con- 
vinced by him ; but more Reaſon to fear 
Writing himſelf out of Reputation. F it 


been t too late, he may remember the Creatures 


that uſe their Stings too much, Animas in ven- 
rre Ponumt. 


H talks of an Argument 1 usd againſt 
Organs, I will not call it an Inpertinence, leſt 
it ſhould be thought there is but one or tuo, 

1 or 


| 
4 
[| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ troverſy is not what fort of Creatute is J. E. 
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or 22 the Book ; for whete by his 6wn 


Coufeſſion he had nothing to deny, the whote 
Anfwer dan be nothing elſe; For the Con- 


but ſomething greater, wiz. whom muſt we wor- 
ſoig for Supreme Cui; he ſuys, 1 brought a 
Text to diſprove Organs, and it was this, Be 


not drunk wr e _ — 
W 


Ir may ſcem barſk to-mitd him, who tis 


quotes a Piece of a Text and leaves out 


the main of ir. He may obſerve too "rwas in 
4 Matt. where Satan was tempting our Saviour 
10 doabt of his owe Divinity and is he ſure that 


I did ground my Argument upon that Text? 
No, he conſeſſes he has à bad Memory, 250 


be ought to have a good ur. Might not chat 


 Fext be brought only as an Iluſtration of one 
ranch of an Argument? tis ten to one but 


that is the Nur, for the Argument was not 
founded upon chat or any one particutar Text, 


but upon. a Moral Neaſon illuſtrated by Sorifitierre ; 
and when He can prove an Argument about 


Organs pertinent to- a * 


nity, he ſhall Ravel it intire. 


However, to- A my own Fries, 
Ell: ſubmit: it to the-VWorld\prefitalyſ—<=o Gus 


aal Mirth. and Stiritwal-are'very: ferent Things; 
thoſe 
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ſome Things that are apt to raiſe a Car- 
nal Mirth, do rather damp that which is Spi- 
ritual —— T1 inſtanc d in Vine and Muſick —— 
Therefore the Sacred Scripture ſeems to re- 
preſent an Antithefis between theſe two — be 
not drunk with Wine wherern is Exceſs, but be ye 


filled with the SIR IT. Speaking to yourſelves in 


Pſalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs, I alſo in- 
ſtanc'd in Nadab and Abihu The Wine that 
exhilerated their Minds had kindled a ftrange 
Fire in their Spirit,, and was probably the 
occaſion of their ,offering ſtrange Fire upon 
the Altar ; and this was the Cauſe for which 


ſtrange Fire is forbidden them when they go in 


to Miniſter. The Caſe I judge to be ſome- 
what alike with Muſick, it ſeems rather apt to 
kindle a vain than a ſerious Mirth : If there is 
an Jiſtitution of Muſick in Worſhip, there is 
certainly a Bleſſing goes along with the Iuſti- 
zutien, to carry things beyond their natural 
Tendency ; otherwiſe Muſick ſeems not apt in 
1tſelf to kindle a rational and ſerious Exhile- 


ration, but rather to damp it by a Mirth that 
is flaſhy and vain, Whether this Argument is 


concluſive or not, I hope tis not ridiculous, not 
the Text in Epheſians ridiculouſly alledg'd to 
ſtrengthen it —— If Mr. P. had it not quite fo 


full as I have now ſtated it — This is the Ar- 


gument he call'd for — and he may try again if 
he pleaſes to make one of vs ridiculous, for I 
CG 1 have 


CV 


have not alter'd one Branch of the Argument 
as it has long lain in my Thoughts; but few 


have patience to hear the whole force of an 
Argument out. 


P. 8. HE talks of Mathematicks : of which 
1 may very well complain in his own Lan- 
guage, this is not fair having in the very Place 


be refers to, ſet him a Pattern of a Virtue he 


will never imitate; and that is to confeſs his 
Ignorance: And if I was to confeſs again, I 
ſhould be loth to do it to a Man that will 
confeſs nothing, neither his Faults nor his Faith, 
no not for once, and when earneſtly deſir'd ; tho 
a Man might ſatisfy all his Friends by it, and 
be able afterwards to tell how two and three 

makes five with great Chearfulneſs, - | 


HE ſays, I did once put my Faith in 
an Equilateral Triangle, and why might not 
I affect a litile Whim, as well as Mr. P. at- 
fect a great one; for Inſtance, the Writing ſuch a 
Letter. But in truth the Matter he refers to 
has been elſewhere accounted for, and was not 
an affected Thing, and what a Man muſt be 
hard put to it to make a Jeſt of- unleſs it 
be one that is diſpos'd to make a Jeſt of the 
Chriſtian Faith itſelf. *Tis no wonder thoſe 
can raiſe a Je out of nothing, that are diſ- 
pos d to turn cvery ching to Jeſt and Banter. 

| -. MN 
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Ap did not he mean to make a Jeſt of 
every Thing, when he told me, your Chriſti- 
anity muſt have common Senſe, an Expreſſion 
becoming the Author of the Tale of the Tub, 


or others that are growing like him? P. 8, 9. 


He tries with wonderful Art to turn off thoſe 
Words of his to another Senſe, as if he did 
not by it mean to reflect upon the Doctrine 
of the Trinity); but whoever reads the Paſ- 
ſage in my Letter, will think that by Chriſ- 
tianity both meant the ſame Thing, and that 
We well underſtood one another; there are 
two Paſlages in my Letter that I ſhould not 


forgive myſelf to have made publick, if I 


thought it a betraying the Familiarity of private 
Converſation ; for cis evident ſuch Expreſſions 


conld not look like the Familiarities of a 
Friend, but are Expreſſions of avow'd H 


ztility and Defiance; and yet this is what Mr. 
P. would fain inſinuate, and *tis indeed the 
moſt injurious Inſinuation in the World; for 
thus he expreſſes himſelf, P. 12. O, Sir, had 


1 truſted to your Tears in the Ceffee-houſe, or to 


your Promiſes of keeping our Confei ences ſecret for 
a Time! Does he not here inſinuate a Breach 
of Promiſe, when he knows there was none; 
and a betraying of Conferences, which he 
knows he was never open to? 


C 2 | Ir 
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Ip a peaceable Man expreſſes to me his 
doubt about indefeazible Hereditary Right, 
to give and to receive Evidence; if he appears 
Otherwiſe a quiet Man, no way intent to diſ- 
turb the State or promote a Party ; I judge 
him indeed a Diſlenter from the civil State, 
bur 1 cannot judge him a dangerous Enemy, 
that I am bound by my Allegiance to acculc. 
Bur if a Man openly avows the Right of a 
Popiſh Pretender, and tells me, he'tl Write 
and Fight, and I fee him put himſelf at the 
Head of a Party to puſh on the ſame Cauſe 
with all Art and Induſtry, drawing in as ma- 
ny as he can into the Confederacy to ſtrength- 


en his Hands; I think I am bound by my 


Allegiance to my Sovereign to diſcover him; 
and this is the Caſe here, 


*Tis a known thing what a tender Regard 
was expreſt for Mr. P. by me, upon all Occa- 
ſions, among the ſeven Adviſers and elſewhere : 
J went to viſit him, with the moſt earneſt De- 
fire to receive ſome Expreſſion, that might 
give me a Handle for Hope concerning him, 
that he might be ſtill preſerv'd, as uſeful in 
the Church of God: and Mr. P. knows this, 
But to be one while roundly told, the common 
Opinion about the Trinity is an Error; and if you 
turn me out, II write; and another while your 


Chrif- 
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Chriſtianity muſt have common Senſe : What were 
theſe, but the evident Expreſſions of a vow'd 
Hoſtility and Defiance, no way expreſſive of 
2 doubting Mind, that might give any Hope 
concerning him? and I do declare, I could 


have cut off my right Hand, to have preſerv d 


Mr. P's. Uſefulneſs; but to the laſt I found 


him, a Man reſolv'd to puſh on his Schemes 
with the utmoſt Zeal, 


Mr. P. knows he has often declared, with» 


out any Reſerve or Heſitation, and ſo have 
ſome of his Followers, that we muſt not 


lay Communion upon Faith, but Converſation 


only : Which 4s a Stab at your Hearts, O ye 
Churches of Chriſt ! and cannot but occaſion 
the Loupzesr OpT-cry in thoſe that have 
any Concern for the Faith, the Purity, and 
the Peace of the Churches of God ; and Q, 
that the Lovers of the Lord Jeſus would but 
conſider what are the Principles of theſe Men, 
and to what they tend. They would have 
_ © Miniſters to be Licenſed and Ordained on- 
* ly upon aſſenting to certain Mords of Scrip- 


« ture; without renouncing the Errors of 
ce 


.C 


K 


Hereſy whatſoever : And thus muſt Miniſ- 
ters bring in their Errors with them, under 
a Pretence of Zeal for SckivTURE WoRDS, 
F waiting for a time to open themſelves; 


cc 


cc 


aff 3 


Arins, Socinus, or Popery, or any Error or 
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© The People, they ſay, muſt live in the 
* ſame Communion , how much ſoever they 


cc differ in Faith about the greateſt Points of 
Revealed Religion. * 


When Matters are thus prepared, there 
will remain only one Difficulty more, and 
that is, that the Law of the Land might 


give em Liberty to ſpeak out plainly; and 


then look about, O ye Churches of Chriſt! 
and expect to be torn to Pieces by all manner 
of Herefies and Blaſphemies, by your own Mi- 
niſters, and your own: Members. Tis evident 
that this is the Deſign theſe new Schemes lead 
to. We meddle not with the Vork of Magi- 
ſtrates, to whom God hath given fo much 
Wiſdom to judge for themſelves, and us: But 
if Miniſters muſt not judge of Perſons to be 
ordained, and have Liberty to ſift them, 
and expect they ſhall be open and free, 
eſpecially when ſuch dangerous Errors are 
abroad as thoſe of the Papiſts and Unitarians: 
and the Churches muſt not judge of the Efſen- 
tial of Faith, and the Bounds and Terms of 
their own Communion ; what becomes of the 
Catholick Church, and the Communion of Saints, 
and of all the Faith and Religion in the 
World? Theſe are not the Principles of the 
Jeſuits ; we will do them no Wrong : But 
they are ſuch Principles that it becomes the 

Duty 
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Duty of all good People, with all their Might, 
to withſland them, and to pray em down. 


Wu N Mr. P. had ſaid the common Opi- 
nion about the Trinity was an Error, he alledges 
for an Excuſe, that the great Mr. Howe was 
of the ſame Opinion; but tis certain that great 
Man did earneſtly believe all the Branches of 
the Chriſtian Revelation, and ſtrenuouſly de- 
fends em, viz. the proper Supreme Deity of the 


Sn and Holy Ghoſt as One God with the Father : 


His Opinion was only about the Modus of Di- 
ſtinction between the three Divine Perſons that 


are yet own'd to be Equal in Eſſence and Per- 
fections. This we all own to be above us, 


and no Man makes his Modus of Explication 
the Matter of his Faith ; and Mr. Howe was ſo 
far from making his ſo, that he often ſays, I 
aſſert nothing : He only propounds it as an 
Hypetheſis to try if any Contradiction can be 
proved in it: And is there not great Diffe- 
rence between a Scheme that owns all the 
Branches of the Revelation concerning the 
Supreme Deity of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt; and a Notion that quite overthrows it, 
as the new Scheme does? And yet though 
the Caſe of Mr. Howe is ſo vaſtly different 
from the Caſe they would excuſe by it, yet that 
is made the Hackney Excuſe for a Faith that 
5 | FO 
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is too bad to be owned, and impoſſible to be 
fairly defended. 5 


LI TTII, Page 8. Mr. P. is careful to 
ſhow himſelf a Maſter at the Arr of Evaſion. 
What was ſaid in my Letter about Impoſitions, 
he turns over to the Civil Sate; which was 


a Thing neither mentioned nor meant: It was 


a Charge of Impoſitions among ourſelves that 
was the Matter diſcourſed of ; and he muſt 
not think to turn it over to a State-Contro- 
verſy: If the Hate may'nt impoſe Chriſtianity, 
what then? Muſt not Churches agree upon 
their own Faith and Terms of ne ? Is 
it an Impoſition in Churches to require Union 
in the Fundamentals of Faith ? Muſt Churches 
agree to believe nothing, or not agree in be- 
lieving any thing, leſt they ſhould be thought 


to impoſe upon their own Members? What is 


it makes a Church viſible, but an agreed Pro- 
feſſion of Faith in the great Things of Chriſtia- 
nity, with an anſwerable Converſation ? I 
therefore complain that what Mr. P. charges 


upon me as my Principles, he ever look'd up- 


on to be the greateſt Nonſenſe in the World, 


viz. Inpoſing of Chriſtianity : Religion and 


Communion that is choſen upon ſerious Con- 
viction, is no Impoſition : but that which is 
forced is no Religion. He never had other Prin- 
ciples, and theſe have been 3 made 


known. 


2 
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known. Perſons ought to be free to uſe 
their own Communion ; and Churches ought to 


be free in judging of Methods to keep their 


Communion pure: but all muſt be done by 


the Word, as our Rule; and under Paſtoral 


Guidance, But ſurely it is no Impoſition if 
Churches expect of their Miniſters and their 


Communicants, that they ſhall believe the Trinity, 


and profeſs it: for if they muſt not expect 


that, they muſt expect my but muſt give up 


all for lift. 


Ma. P. is known to be for a Toleration that 
is univerſal : But our Fathers in the Aſſembly 
of Divines, and at the Savoy Conference with 


the Biſhops, were for a Toleration limited. Tis 
certain the Laws of Men ought not to attempt 


what cannot be effected or hoped for, viz. 


T hat Force ſhould make Men Chriſtians ; neither 
can Humane Laws take Cognizance of Mens 
Opinions or T houghts ; nor does it ſeem they 


ſhould take Cognizance of a Man's expreſſing 
his Thoughts in a humble, peaceable manner, 


in order, if poſſible, to receive Satisfaction. 
But I think the Laws of Men ought to re- 
| ſtrain Blaſphemy as one of the greateſt Immora- 
lities: And it ought to be conſider d what 
twas in part made all the ſober People of 
the Nation ſick, and to run the Riſque of all 
the bitter Perſecutions that enſued from 60 


D to 
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to 88; whether 'twas not the open avowing 
of all manner' of Errors, and the too great 
Countenance given thereto for a few Years 


before. 


LETTER, Page 10, 11, Mr. P. takes a 
great deal of Pains to cook up a Story about 
thoſe Reverend Perſons, Mr. Ball, and Mr. 
Walrond, that he may bring in himſelf for a 
Projector: I chearfully own, I ſhould have 


| been glad of their Recommendation, whom I ſo 


much love and honour. But that which 
ſpoils the whole Fabrick of Banter is this, 


that the whole Story is like what is ſaid of 
fix new Meeting Houſes, it has no Foundation ; for 


the Matter of Fa& is not true ; the Jeſt is 
ſpoiled ; there was no ſuch Motion ever made 
to me. *Tis to no purpoſe for Mr. P. to pro- 

Je& if his Emiſſaries do not do their Errand 5 
for this is the firſt time I ever heard of it. 
And does he indeed ſay a Motion was made to 
me to the Purpoſe he mentions ? why then it 
ſeems Mr. P. has Diſciples about him that 


do not ſpeak Truth, and ought not to be en- 
couraged. 


H concludes with a Poſtſcript, recommend- 


ing to Print a long Letter of Mr. Haller 5 
about Conferences ; but ſurely, upon ſecond 
Thoughts, that muſt not be. His Friends will 
LEY: not 


tf 


M. P EIRCE 's Letter. 27 


not ſuffer it; or if they ſhould. they would 


be aſhamed ; For there is one thing in the 


beginning of the Letter that will look like 
the ſtrangeſt thing in the World: For Mr. 


Hallet inſiſts, if he agrees to Conferences, he will . 
have Copies kept of thoſe Conferences to prevent 
 Miſrepreſentations ; therefore let no more be 
ſaid of that leſt it ſhould come to Mr. Als 
Ears; for this was the very Point upon 
which Mr. H. broke off with him; and yet 
ſo earneſt was I for thoſe Conferences that 


I offered to comply with that too, and did 
not Jo much as once call it an Impoſition. 


By r would you know why Mr. P 


fond to have that Letter printed ? 5 Jere 
is a great deal in it in praiſe of himſelf. O 


how exceeding fond are ſome Men of two 


Things ! 10 pour Contempt upon others, and to 
read their own Praiſes in Print. 


1 the whole, to be ſure Mr. P. 125 


by this Letter pleaſed himſelf; and to be ſure 
he thinks he has pleaſed his Friends: He has 
publiſh'd it in London; he publiſh'd it in Ex- 
eter, and all this to let the World know how 

angry he was with me for my Letter, or my 

Book, or ſomething elſe he hints at, that 
muſt never be forgiven me, and to let all 


2 2 | the 
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the World know how much he ſeorns and 
contemns the Man. 


No w, tho' Ivalue the Love of all Man- 
kind as much as any Man ; and know how to 
feel the Tryals of cruel Mockings; and the more 
too from a Man that profeſſes to hate all 
Perſecution, and yet delights more than any 
Man in that which is the worſt ſort of it 
to an ingenuous Mind; And though this muſt 
be the more grievous to me, if I am conſcious 
to my ſelf of a Deſire of Mr. P.'s Good: Yet 
I hereby profeſs to love Truth ſo much above 
my ſelf, that if Mr. P. will but re-conſider 
Matters calmly and ſeriouſly, and return to 
the Truth, and lay aſide thoſe Principles 
which inevitably tend to ruine all the Good 
in the Nation, I will gladly bear twenty 
ſuch Letters from him, and to be trampled 
in the Dirt befides,. and will uſe all my En- 
deayours to repair his Honour, and to reſtore 
him to the Love of his Friends. But if Mr, 
P. will not return to the Truth, let him know 
that a Speck of Diſbonour thrown upon the 
Redeemer 1s more than a thouſand Contempts 
upon his Creatures : and we are content to 
wait till he pleads his own Cauſe, and then 
we know he will plead the Cauſe of thoſe 
| that love Zion: who are the leſs concerned 


for any thing that affe&s themſelves, becauſe 
they 
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they know tis not their own Honour that 
they are contending for. 


\ Tris Satisfaction, Sir, I have thought fir 
to give you, and your faithful Citizens, about 
the Contents of Mr. Peirce's Letter, with re- 
ſpe& to my ſelf : And I muſt needs ſay, 
there is nothing I am more averſe from, than 
turning ſo ſerious a Controverſy into perſonal 
Altercation, which I believe is what Mr. P 


aims at, but what I hope ſhall be Gar FL 
avoided by, 


"AY 


Tours with much Eſteem, 
Exon, June , - 22 | 
1719. 


| and Aﬀeion 


J oſiah Evelei gh. 


* 


Juſt Publiſh'd, Relating to the Doftrine 
of the TRIN Ir v, and the Differences 
among the London Miniſters. 


IJ. A Vindication of Mr. Troſe from the 
. Charge of Uncharitableneſs: Pro- 

ving by Ten Arguments, grounded upon many 
plain and full Texts of Seripture, that the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, and true Deity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, is Fundamental. With a Preli- 
minary Diſcourſe touching Chriſt, as the Son 
of God, to confute the falſe Senſe of that 
Phraſe, and confirm the true. By the Reve- 
rend Mr. Fofiah Eveleigh, Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel. Price 15. A* 6 


II. The Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity ſta- 
ted and defended by ſome London Miniſters: 
(The Introduction by the Reverend Mr. Tong. 
Chap. I. by the Rev. Mr. Robinſon. Chap. II. 
by the Rev. Mr. Sith. Chap. III. by the 
Rev. Mr. Reynolds.) The 2d Edit. Pr. x 5. 6d. 


III. A Diſcourſe concerning the Neceſſity 
of Believing the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, 
as profeſſed and maintained by the Eſtabliſhed 


Church of England in the firſt of the XXXIX 


Articles of Religion : © There is but One Li- 
* ving and True God, Everlaſting, without 
Body, Parts, or Paſſions ; of infinite Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs -; the Maker and Pre- 
© ſerver of all Things, both viſible and invi- 
© ſible ;* and in Unity of this Godhead there 
© be Three Perſons of One Subſtance, Power 
and Eternity, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt. Price 15, 


. 


Books Sold by Eman. Matthews. 


IV. An Authentick Account of. ſeveral. 


Things done and agreed upon by the Diſſent⸗ 


ing Miniſters lately aſſembled at Salter's-Hall, 
(viz.) 1. Advices for Peace, &c. with a Lift 
of the Names of thoſe who have ſubſcribed 
them. 2. The Letter ſent with the Advices- 
to Exeter. 3. Reaſons for not ſubſcribing, as 
ſome of their Brethren did, the Papers offered 
to them on March 3, 173. Price 4d 


V. A True Relation of ſome Proceedings 
at Salters-Hall, by thoſe Miniſters who ſign d 
the firſt Article of the Church of England; 
and the Anſwers to the fifth and ſixth Queſ- 
tions in the Aſſemblies Shorter Catechiſm, 


March 3. 1718-19. (viz.) 1. The Declara- 
tion of their Faith in the Doctrine of the 


Bleſſed Trinity, as revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 2. Advices for Peace, with the Let- 


ter accompanying. 3. The Letter from Exon, 
in Anſwer to thoſe Adyices. Price 3 d. 


VI. A Reply to the Subſcribing Miniſters 


Reaſons, in their Vindication, for declaring 


their Faith at this critical Juncture, and in 


other than expreſs Scripture Words. Pub- 


liſh'd by Agreement of a Committee of the 
Non-ſubſcribing Miniſters. Price 4d. 


VII. An Impartial State of the late Diffe- 
rences amongſt the Proteſtant Diſſenting Mi- 
niſters at Salters-Hall, with Obſervations, 
Propoſals, and Perſwaſives for Accommoda- 
tion. The ſecond Edition. Price 4 d. 


VIII. Dif- 


Books Sold by Eman. Matthews. 


um pipputes Roveiw'd, a Sermon preach'd | 
at the Evening Lecture at Salters-Hall, on the 


Lord's. Day, July: 23, 1710. By the late Re- 
verend Mr. Matthew Henry; with 4 Prefac I 
by the Reverend Mr. J. Watts, relating to the 


* 


preſent Diſputes. Price 6 d. 


IX. A Letter to Mr. Cumming, concerning | 
the Regard which ought to he had to Scrip- 


ture Conſequences. * By the Rev. Mr. John 
%%% TS TD 4 3 


o 6 % on 


* 
F 


\ hs A Letter to the Reverend Mr. James 


Peirce, in Anſwer to his Animadverſions on 
the True Relation of ſome Proceedings at 
Salters-Hall, as far as the London Miniſters 


* 


— 


ſcribing Miniſters. Price 4 d. | | 
XI. The Occaſional Paper, Vol. III. Numb. 


are concern d in them. By one of the Sub- 


XI. An Eſſay to prevent uncharitable Conten- 


tions about the Doctrine of the Trinity. Price 


All Printed for E MAN. MATTHEWS, | 
_ + , at the Bible in Pater-naſter- row. 
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